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10 Steps to Purchasing the Right Body-Worn 

Camera 

A Force Pro USA Buyer’s Guide 

Choosing a body-worn camera is more than comparing prices. The right system should match your 

operational requirements, recording environment, evidence workflow, budget, and support needs. 

1. Define How the Camera Will Be Used 

Start with the mission. Determine whether the camera will be used by law enforcement officers, private security 

personnel, investigators, field personnel, or other authorized users. Consider where it will be worn, typical shift 

length, lighting conditions, weather exposure, and whether recording will occur indoors, outdoors, in vehicles, or 

across multiple environments. 

2. Identify the Features You Actually Need 

Create a practical feature list before comparing models. Consider video resolution, low-light or night recording, 

field of view, pre-event recording, one-button operation, GPS, Wi-Fi or cellular connectivity, display screen, 

audio recording, encryption, storage capacity, and other functions required for your operation. Focus on features 

that solve real operational needs rather than paying for capabilities you may never use. 

3. Determine Battery and Shift Requirements 

Battery performance can directly affect field reliability. Estimate the length of a normal shift and how frequently 

the camera will record. Ask about expected operating time, standby time, charging options, replacement or 

rechargeable batteries, docking stations, vehicle charging, and the time required to recharge the unit. 

4. Evaluate Storage and Evidence Management 

Decide how recorded video will be transferred, stored, reviewed, retained, and protected. Depending on your 

organization, you may need local storage, secure downloading, docking stations, evidence management 

software, cloud-based storage, user permissions, audit trails, or retention policies. The camera is only one part 

of a complete evidence workflow. 

5. Confirm Durability and Mounting Options 

A professional body-worn camera must perform in real-world conditions. Review the camera’s construction, 

environmental ratings, operating temperatures, and available mounting options. Consider uniforms, tactical 

vests, jackets, shirts, belts, helmets, or other equipment on which the camera may be mounted. A secure, 

practical mounting system is essential for capturing usable video. 

6. Consider Ease of Use in the Field 

Complicated equipment can become a liability during critical situations. Evaluate button placement, recording 

indicators, screen visibility, menu navigation, file transfer, and how easily the camera can be operated while 

wearing gloves or working under stress. The best camera is one personnel can operate quickly, consistently, 

and correctly. 

7. Compare the Total Cost — Not Just the Camera Price 

The purchase price is only one part of the investment. Consider accessories, mounts, chargers, docking 

stations, replacement components, software, storage, warranties, training, and long-term support. Comparing 

the complete system cost provides a more accurate picture of what the equipment will cost throughout its useful 

life. 
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Buy with Confidence 

Force Pro USA helps customers evaluate professional body-worn camera solutions before purchase. 

Ask questions, compare options, confirm specifications, and choose equipment that matches the job. 

Force Pro USA | www.forceprousa.com 

8. Ask Questions Before You Buy 

Do not make a purchasing decision based solely on a product page. Contact Force Pro USA with questions 

about features, compatibility, accessories, intended applications, and available configurations. Discussing your 

requirements before ordering can help prevent purchasing equipment that does not properly match your 

operational needs. 

9. Confirm Current Availability and Specifications 

Body-worn camera models, configurations, accessories, software options, and specifications may change. 

Before placing an order, confirm current product availability, specifications, included accessories, compatibility, 

lead times, and any other requirements important to your organization. This is especially important when 

purchasing multiple cameras or building a complete deployment. 

10. Select the Force Pro USA Solution That Fits the Job 

After reviewing your requirements, select the body-worn camera and supporting equipment that provide the best 

overall fit. The objective is not simply to purchase a camera—it is to build a dependable recording solution that 

supports personnel in the field and provides confidence after the recording is captured. 
 


